
Trinity  
Lutheran  
Church 

LCMS 

PASTOR’S LETTER                            2 
 
PRAYERS                           3 
 
MUSIC NEWS            4-5 
 
PRAYER SHAWL REPORT               5 
 
L.W.M.L                                    6-7 
 
LWML MITE BOX                          7 
 
Women’s Sunday AM Bible Study      8 
 
TRINITY MEN’S CLUB                   9 
 
HIGHWAY CLEANUP                      9 
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS      10-11 
 
LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES  12 

 August 3 & 4–  
L.W.M.L. Mite Box       
Collection 

 August 9 & 23– 12 p.m. 
Scrappy Quilters  

 August 14– 11:15 a.m. 
Roaring 90’s Luncheon 

 August 24– 10:50 a.m. 
Friendship Luncheon 

 August 25–  
Blood Pressure Checks 

 August 28–  
LWML Outing to          
Lakeridge Winery 

GROUP 3 Picnic Save The Date         13 
 
MEMORIALS & GIFTS                     13  
 
Puzzles! Board of Education Note    13 
 
YOUR BEST LIFE NOW                 14 
 
THANK YOU TO TONEY K.         15 
 
“How Faith & Stewardship  
Helped Build Chick Fila”               16-17 
 
DEL WEBB PICNIC                         18 
 
90’s BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION  18 
 
Thank  you  to the Bakers and  
 Servers in Coffee Ministry             19 

Special Dates 

Vol. 24    Issue 8 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
“The apostles gathered around Jesus and told Him all that they had done and taught. He 
said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest for a while.” For 
many were coming and going, and they had no leisure time even to eat.”  (Mark6:31) 
 
I’ve been struck the past couple of months by a common theme that I’ve heard time and time 
again and that’s how many people have informed me they’re going out of town, they’re going on vacation to 
meet with family and friends, or they’re traveling overseas to get away from it all and will return in a few 
weeks. I have to admit that I found myself doing the same this past month as I had the opportunity to meet 
with family and friends for a week in my favorite vacation destination in Destin, Florida. It is a place where 
our family has been vacationing for some 20+ years where we like to relax, slow down, regroup, enjoy some 
beach time, recharge, and reflect in giving thanks for the blessings of God in our life.  Numerous people asked 
me upon my return if I enjoyed my vacation and I gave the traditional response that, “It was too short.” We 
laughed together knowing that’s always the case, isn’t it?  Vacation time is always too short! 
 
And that got me to thinking – we all know what it feels like to be hurried; to see the accumulation of           
half-completed chores and unfinished projects pile up at home or work while we try to handle another day’s 
demands.  So often we’re looking for the “light at the end of the tunnel” when the desk will be cleared, the 
chores are done, the “honey-do list” is completed, and there will be time to kick back and savor life. It reminds 
me of Tevye, in The Fiddler on the Roof, who sang about how he would use his “down-time” by “studying the 
holy books with the learned men seven hours every day.” The point of course is what are we choosing to do 
with the time we have and how are we patterning our lives, not in an imagined world, but in the midst of this 
reality we call today?  
 
It is interesting that when the apostles returned from their missionary journey they were full of stories and    
experiences they had seen and taught. The text indicates that they met with some success.  Jesus was well 
aware of the demands of ministry, and how their enthusiasm and growth had to be matched with time away, 
time to unwind, to reflect, and to receive. Realizing that the Christian life is not a sprint, but a marathon, He 
listened to them and then invited them to, “come away to a deserted place all by themselves and to rest a 
while.” Could it be, that Jesus invites us to this pattern as well? 
 
This concept of rest was really nothing new as it fills the pages of the Old Testament since the beginning of 
Creation when God rested on the Seventh Day and He called it the Sabbath. The Sabbath went on to become a 
time for resting, a time for the renewing of one’s spiritual life, connecting with family, and being restored and 
re-energized for daily living. If the Sabbath rest was important enough for God to carve out the time on the 
Seventh Day of Creation for Himself, doesn’t it make sense that we should at least do the same, not only for 
our spiritual health, but for our physical and emotional health as well? 
 
I know that the majority of our congregation is retired, but I believe the question is still valid. How are you  
using the time you have and what type of life patterns have you established? What role does the Sabbath play 
for you and how’s the life renewal process re-energizing you for living the Christian life and being about His 
mission and ministry in the world today?  The summer has always been that time for me. I find that it is in the 
midst of this Sabbath – this call to rest – that time spent with God and His Word, the time away, and time 
spent in reflection that the things that have become hazy in my life, the question marks, and the puzzles, often 
take on a new sense of clarity. It is my prayer that it does the same for you no matter where you are at home or 
away, in your private devotions or weekly worship, or at your favorite vacation destination with family and 
friends. Make the most of your time this summer to vacation with God and give thanks for His Sabbath rest for 
daily renewing your life by His Spirit. 
 
    Your Servant in Christ, 
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AUGUST PRAYERS 
 
 
SUNDAY 
Father, as we begin another week, which You have so graciously granted us, I give You thanks for last week and all of 
the blessings I received.  Your gifts were more than I deserved.  Thank You   Father, for providing for all my needs     
according to Your good will.  Lord, help us to remember all we have comes from You and You alone.  May we daily 
come to You with our thanks and praise.   
James 1:17  “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does 
not change like shifting shadows.” 
 

MONDAY 
Dear Father, I pray we might have peace in this nation.  It is clear to see Your will for us is to dwell in peace and safety.  
I Pray our nation would be a blessing to other nations, that we might continue to be blessed.  May our   nation continue to 
help nations in trouble and less fortunate than we are and Father, give us the provisions to be able to help where there is 
clearly a need.  I thank You Lord that I am blessed to live in a free country.   
Hebrews 12:14  Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the 
Lord. 
 

TUESDAY 
Lord, I thank You for the spiritual protection You provide.  Help me to remember to put on the full armor of God each 
day so I may never fall away from You.  Satan tries to draw me away from You and into the world, but Your spirit is 
much stronger and has kept me strong in my faith.  May Your Holy Spirit continue to fight for me, for I desire only to 
walk in the path of my Lord and Savior. 
Ephesians 6:11 “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.” 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Heavenly Father, I thank You for your solution for my sin, Your Son, Jesus Christ, my Savior.  I know as I am forgiven, I 
too, must forgive.  It is easy for me to accept Your loving forgiveness, but when it comes to the matter of forgiving     
others, I fall short.  My pride makes it hard to humble myself to forgive others.  Help me Father, to forgive those I need 
to forgive and then help me to forget their sin, against me, just as You Holy Father, remember my sins no more. 
Jeremiah 31:35  “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 
 

THURSDAY 
O Lord, You alone are able to heal those who are sick.  There are family members, friends and even strangers who need 
to feel Your healing touch.  I pray for them now and ask You to guide their doctors so they receive the very best care.  
Return their health to them in a way so all the glory will be given to You, the great Physician.  There are also many who 
are spiritually ill.  Send a witness to them so they may be restored to spiritual health by the living Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the great Physician. 
Mark 1:34 “And Jesus healed many who had various diseases.” 
 

FRIDAY 
Father, I do not know what this day will bring, but I know whatever it is You will be with me.  Remove any fear I may 
have as I think of what is to come.  Encourage me to live in hope and to rejoice daily.  Send your Holy Spirit to work in 
me the “peace surpassing all understanding.”  With this peace I will not be overcome by a world knowing no peace.  
Through Jesus, I can have joy and peace everyday. 
Romans 15:13  “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

SATURDAY 
Gracious Lord, I lift up to You all of the families who have lost loved ones this past year.  They are all broken-hearted.  
Mend their hearts, Lord.  Provide them with the strength they need to get beyond their grief.  Time will bring healing, but 
they need You to lift them up, to wipe away their tears and help them along the way.  May they remember You know 
what it is like to lose a loved one.  Bring friends into their life to encourage and be there when there is a  need.  Peace be 
with them all. 
John 16:20  “I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices.  You will grieve, but your grief will 
turn to joy. 
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AUGUST MUSIC NOTES, 2019 
 
 
Greetings to All my Fellow Believers at Trinity:  
 
DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!! You will be as 
stirred and delighted on these occasions, as you were stirred and delighted 
with July 4th. 
 
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY: October 27-    8 and 10:30 AM services 
With our Antique Brass and Timpani, our Choirs and Bells – we will praise the 
Lord for the blessings  of the heritage given to us through Martin Luther. Our 
worship traditions and theology are a result of his wonderful, prophetic vision 
of reformed Christian faith and practice.  Just think: congregational singing, 
the Bible in our own language, prayers of the people, priesthood of all believ-
ers- as well as  retention of the weekly Eucharist – unlike other reformers, 
Martin Luther did not throw out the baby with the bathwater! 

 
ALL SAINTS: November 3-    8 and 10:30 AM services 
Choirs and Bells, and guest cantor, Tony Brown. Do you like the song, 'When The 
Saints Go Marching In? How about when we all go marchin' OUT? Some of our mu-
sic is rousing, and some of our music is very quiet, marking the saints in past ages 
(the cloud of witnesses) who have lived the      Christian life, passed it on to the next 
generation, and now pray for us, but on a 'distant shore.' This is a prayer litany of the 
saints, and is very beautiful. 

 
ADVENT CONCERT: December 8 at 4:00  p.m. 
Come to morning worship, go for lunch, take a POWER NAP 
( snooze and snore away), and then COME ENJOY ALL THE 
MUSICAL GROUPS AT TRINITY at 4 p.m. SAVE ROOM for 
GOODIES at the reception following the concert. 
 
Advent music is often forgotten, in the mad rush to Christmas mu-

sic. Yet, our Christian liturgy is rich with Advent traditions, Advent music, Advent prayers and scrip-
tures. We can use this Advent season for its proper purposes. Originally, Advent was used as Lent is 
used, as a special time for deepening  believer's faith, by practicing traditional spiritual disciplines.  
 
We can consider this, as we WAIT for the Lord's next coming. We can forego the instant gratification 
of moving Christmas season to the day after Thanksgiving, as our culture pushes us to do. Our culture 
is ignorant of the special season of Advent. Let us not miss it or ignore it.  We follow a liturgical, not a 
secular calendar. 
 
All of these events will be advertised in the Daily Sun. Let us consider them community events and   
invite others to attend them. The 'BUZZ' is now circulating about Trinity, since the success of our July 
4th  patriotic program. Let us keep our beloved church in the public's vision. Let us promote Trinity 
through these special events.  Invite your friends, family, and neighbors to attend them. There's always 
food (great bait) to REEL them in! 
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AUGUST MUSIC NOTES continued 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE: 4 and 11 p.m.  ( as of now) 
Holy Communion, a string trio and trumpet, organ, bells, choirs – AHHH!!! How 
could you stay away? We will have a reverent and beautiful worship time          
together. COME ½ HR. EARLY – to sing extra carols, to hear special music by 
our choirs and bells and to relax and revel in the joy of our lives of grace and love, 
bestowed by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY  - REMEMBER THAT DAY?  We can say to ourselves, 'I went last night, so I 
don't have to go back on Christmas Day. I think I'll sleep in, make a late breakfast for everyone, stay 
comfy in my robe and slippers, water the plants, sip a Bloody Mary or early Scotch, put my feet up,   
listen to Christmas carols, and chill out.'  
 

Yes, we all have THAT option, but here's WHAT YOU ARE MISSING!!! 
 
Glorious music just for Christmas day. Glorious carols you didn't have a chance to 
sing the night before – fabulous solos, duets, trios by our choir members – bells   
ringing in beauteous heavenly harmonies,  organ playing French and German 'noels – 
lots of hugging and wishing each other a truly 'Merry Christmas day!' 
 
It is a day for the believers to SHOW UP. The culture thinks Chr istmas is 
OVER that day-but for believers, the 12 DAYS ARE JUST BEGINNING!  So, those 
geese they are a'laying, the maids they  are a'milking, the french hens are being 
plucked (where do we buy FRENCH ones)?,  and if we look up, we may see a      
partridge in a palm tree. I see roaches, but I have never seen a partridge. They must 
be  Yankees, those partridges. 12 DAYS – so let our celebrations continue until 
Epiphany, the season of Light and God's mission in the world – on January 6th. 
 
Thus ends Rocket's epistle for the month. Give me a ring at (727) 459- 6751 or chat 

with me at LornaLeeCurtis@yahoo.com our work and our witness at Trinity, Rocket 

PRAYER SHAWLS REPORT 
 
The weekend of July 6th and 7th, 69 prayer shawls were dedicated.  Each new resident at Harbor 
Chase (Trinity South) receives a prayer shawl.  Anyone is welcome to take a shawl to give to       
someone.  There are some shawls on shelves in the library at Trinity North, some available at Trinity 
South, and the remainder are in the closet off Classroom 1, in the Fellowship building.  Those can be 
accessed during building office hours.  Please feel free to give a shawl to      anyone needing comfort, 
or to help celebrate a happy occasion.  The Prayer Shawl Group will not meet during July and          
August.  We normally meet the 4th Monday of the month, from 9:30 to 11:00 in Room 1.  The          
instructions are printed off and available in the closet, along with yarn and needles, for anyone who 
may be interested in helping to knit or crochet with us.  For information, contact Darlene Baney at 
419-367-0373, or Wanda David 219-508-5847. 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s auxiliary of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity Lutheran Church 
are members and are encouraged to serve others through mission, education,           

inspiration and service.  We invite you to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we 
“Serve the Lord with Gladness” Psalm 100:2 our motto. 
 

 

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

OUTING TO MARJORIE K. RAWLINGS HOUSE 
 
On June 27,  Thirty one women of Trinity went back in time to the early 20th century when we      
visited the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Historic House in Cross Creek, FL. She wrote several 
novels,   including  The Yearling which won a Pulitzer Prize and later became a movie. Our tour 
guides were dressed for the occasion and did a wonderful job of showing us around the beautiful but 
rustic homestead and filling us in on Marjorie’s life.  Afterward, we had lunch at The Yearling restau-
rant just down the road where the center of focus was on a 12-1/2 foot alligator that was captured not 
too far from the restaurant. Pictures are below. 



 
 

 
 

The next Mite collection will be on Saturday, August 3rd and Sunday,  August 4th.  Your          
contributions are very important in supporting many various mission projects/grants. One of these is as 
follows:   

 
 Infinite Blessings Scholarship Fund   -   $10,000 
The $10,000 grant to the Infinite Blessings Scholarship Fund will support low-income families 
with a Christian education promoting academic excellence and personal relationships with God, 
preparing children to lead responsible, purpose-filled lives for Christ in multicultural Orlando. 

 
Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY!  

LWML Mite Box Collection 
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 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

THANK YOU! 
 
The LWML wants to thank the many generous and thoughtful individuals 
who continue to donate children’s books to “A Book Of Their Own”.  
This LWML  ministry continues to grow with your support. Numerous 
books were delivered recently to St. Theresa and hand delivered to Mary 
Ann Gricar, Social Services Assistant Coordinator.  She was delighted to 

receive our books again that will be given to  children enjoying one of their meals.  Gently used or 
new are welcome any time and can be dropped off in a bin located in Room 4B.  Once again, thank 
you for caring about our local children and giving them an opportunity to enjoy “a book of their 
own”.      

OUTING TO LAKERIDGE WINERY Wednesday, August 28 
 
On Wednesday, August 28th, at 10:45, we will tour the Lakeridge Winery &   
Vineyard, 19239 US-27 in Clermont, FL. Come for  a complimentary tour 
and wine tasting followed by lunch at the Oakwood Smokehouse & Grill in 
Leesburg.  A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex clipboard area starting Au-
gust 3rd through August 25th for Trinity North, and anyone from Trinity South 
may call Wendy  Davis at 352-510-0112. As usual, we will carpool from Trini-
ty North   leaving by 9:30. For  Tr inity South, it’s about 16 miles south from 

the intersection of SR-44 and US-27.  For anyone who wants to join in the wine tasting, please bring 
your drivers license or military or state ID card. (When was the last time you were asked to show your 
proof of age? :)  ) Come and join us for   another day of fun and fellowship! 
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WOMEN’S SUNDAY AM BIBLE STUDY 
JOY: fully Lutheran 

 
Resumes September 8 

 
Women’s Sunday AM Bible Study will resume on Sunday, September 8, 2019.  

 
 
We will be using a Bible study from LCMS which was prepared to be used prior to their 67th Regular 
Convention held  July 20-25, 2019 in Tampa FL.  
 
The theme for the Synodical Convention was “JOY: FULLY LUTHERAN, REJOICE. PRAY. GIVE 
THANKS” and is taken from Paul’s writings in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. 
 
There the apostle Paul writes” REJOICE always, PRAY without ceasing, GIVE THANKS in all      
circumstances for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” Pastor Timothy Pauls writes that 
“Joy: fully Lutheran” was written because joy is found where Christ is found and that Lutheran        
theology is all about being found in Christ, with Christ.” 
 
The lessons will include what it means to be joyfully Lutheran, our sources of joy, joy in worship, 
finding joy in our daily callings as well as in our times of trouble. The last lesson takes a look at the 
joy of the resurrection and eternal life. 
 
Pastor Pauls goes on to write “In a world so joyless as this one, we have the message of Christ that 
gives grace and peace, enlightening hearts and enlivening souls.   
 
There are so many pressures to hide the Gospel under a bushel basket, or to downplay our confession 
of faith. It is time to do the opposite.  Let us proclaim what we believe, loud and clear, knowing why 
we do so. 
 

LET US BE FULLY LUTHERAN, for there we will be joyfully Lutheran!  
 
Please consider joining us for this special study.  
 
 Should you have any questions, you can contact Kay Jacobson at 352-638-2570 or 
kayalene43@comcast.net.  



Page 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS-Highway Clean Up is scheduled for Thursday, August 22, 2019.  
 
You have an opportunity to sign up and help make our community beautiful. Coffee, fruit, donuts, 
and water will be available at 7:30 a.m. in Room 1 and we will start the cleanup at 8:00 a.m.   
 
Please bring your own gloves and hats, everything else will be provided. Questions? Please call Jeff   
Stutler at 352-288-0140.  

 

ARNIE AAGESEN – TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH MEN’S CLUB 
June 3, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

 
The June 3, 2019 Arnie Aagesen - Trinity Lutheran Church Men's Club Meeting was 
called to order by Pres. Jeff Stutler at 8:01 am.  There were 34 members in attendance. 
Chaplin Andy Anderson presented the morning devotion based on Psalm 27:1 and the 
"optimism and hope" in the verse "The Lord is my Light and Salvation".  Once again, the 
breakfast crew provided a sumptuous breakfast featuring perfectly prepared scrambled 

eggs.  Following breakfast, Pres. Jeff called on the Secretary and Treasurer for their respective reports 
which were read into the record and accepted by acclimation. 
 
   Stu Vogt reported on his visit to Concordia Seminary in St. Louis for a brief tour of the campus "food 
bank"' and "thrift store" that have been supported by the Club.  Stu also reported on the recent outing to 
a Tampa Bay Rays game sponsored by Thrivent.  Each attendee was presented a "bobble head" doll in 
the likeness of Rays outfielder, Tommy Pham.  An over and under wagering pool is being set up for the 
number of Tommy Pham bobble head dolls that will be donated to the next Yard Sale. 
 
   Other reports included the recent Highway Cleanup that was completed easily because of helpful and 
generous participation.  Ray Hass reported on the decline in can submissions that is about half of the 
normal amount. Bob Behrends summarized the plans leading up to the upcoming July 4th veterans 
recognition program supported by Trinity and the Operation Barnabas Group/Veterans Helping Veterans 
program.  Loren Thompson reported on the installation of new security cameras and the repositioning of 
same.  Under New Business, V. Pres. Bohlmann presented a motion to curtail the Club meetings of July 
and August, 2019 and resume meeting again in September, 2019.  The motion was seconded and passed 
by acclimation.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer at 8:48 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  Stu Vogt, Secretary 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22 
7:30 a.m. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

July 21, 2019 

David & Carolyn Gordon (& Chumlee)
  
477 Huey St. Apt C201 
Harbor Chase  
Wildwood, FL  34785  
352‑255‑2125  

 David & Paula Hemond
  

671 Devito Ct. 
Osceola Hills  
The Villages, FL  32163 
352‑492‑9540  

Mr. George Keenan 
  
4725 Bellwether Lane,  
The Willows   
Oxford, FL  34484  
352‑245‑4915  

Pictures taken by Jill Esposito 

Ms.  Barbara Horn 
 
 2213 Margarita Dr. 
 Lady Lake, FL  32159 
 352‑751‑7462 

Jerry & Annie Housholder 
 
937 Chula Ct. 
El Cortez 
Lady Lake, FL  32159 
407‑782‑3392  

Mrs. Hilda Kovac 
 
9390 SE 137th Street Rd. 
Del Webb 
Summerfield, FL  34491 
440‑865‑1801 
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WE WELCOME YOU TO TRINITY! 

  
Mrs. Carol Mattegat 
   
3829 Neighborly Way  
Lake Deaton   
The Villages, FL  32163 
203‑470‑6398 Steve & Judy Piotter 

 (& Major)  
 
5853 Colson Ct. 
Fenney 
The Villages, FL  32163 
352‑461‑0268 

Robert & Maria Nyce  
 
747 Aqua Way 
El Cortez  
Lady Lake, FL  32159  
610‑504‑6019  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

July 21, 2019 

*George Keenan and Barbara Horn are not pictured.  
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FREE Online Courses at Your Fingertips From Lutheran Hour Ministries 
 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers equipping resources to help you reach out with the love and Good 
News of Jesus Christ in your everyday lives.  
 
The online courses and webinars through LHM Learn cover five faith-strengthening categories and use 
an array of multimedia elements to help you gain a hearing for the Gospel message.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perfect for the adult learner, the learning library is easy to navigate and find the best courses for you 
and your congregational groups! 
 

 Individual, self-paced learning 
 Time for self-reflection and journaling 
 Optional small group discussion guides for home and congregational use 
 Easy access on any digital device— computer, tablet, or smart phone 
 A variety of learning methods designed for the adult learner 

 
Learn more at lhm.org/learn 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 
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Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of the following: 
     Jerry Galvin 
     Ted Hall 
     Robert Sanders (Family member of Barb Fuehrmeyer) 
 
Gifts were given to Fellowship in memory of Jerry Galvin 
 
Gifts were given to the Music Fund in memory of the following: 
     Jim Mittlestead 
     Ted Hall 
 
Gifts were given to the Bell Choir Fund in memory of Ted Hall 
 
A gift was given to the Robe Fund for the Sanctuary Choir in memory of Ted Hall 
 

MEMORIALS and GIFTS 

 
SAVE THE DATE - GROUP 3 PICNIC 

 
SATURDAY, NOV. 9      12-3 p.m.  

 
Tierra Del Sol Recreation Center. Mark your calendars, and watch for the details.    

BOARD OF EDUCATION NOTE 
 

Take a Puzzle, Bring a Puzzle 

If you look under the sink in the Library, you will find a 
surprise! I love making Jigsaw Puzzles and thought    
maybe others do too. We’ll use the honor system.  
 
Take home a puzzle, enjoy making it and then return it to it’s 
home under the sink. By the way, if you have completed some 
of your own and would like to donate them to our collection, 
that would be great. It’s a cool activity for these hot summer 
days!- The Librarian 
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Your Best Life Now 
  

I borrowed the title of this article form a book by Joel Osteen with the same name. According to 
Joe, all of our best days are ahead of us. I would like to believe that is true. However, reality sets in 
at some point, although some of my best days are still be ahead of me, there are also times when I 
think my best days are behind me. For example, I used to run 70 to 100 miles a week. I could eat 
anything I wanted and still lose weight. My times for the 5K and 10K placed me in the top 85% of 
my age group. Now, with artificial knees, running is out of the question.  
 
 According to Joel, the problem in not living your best life now is restricted or negative 
thinking. It is as if, Norman Vincent Peale telling us about the power of positive thinking all over 
again. Or as Andy Andrews says; “we are where are now because of our best thinking.”  Maybe. 
Maybe not. Consider the following.  
 
 I have a friend that means the entire world to me. When he was younger, he became a U.S. 
Marine and served a tour of duty in country; Vietnam. He was in aviation ordnance and was told 
that at some point in his life he would become hard of hearing. Sure enough, he is now almost deaf. 
He was also exposed to Agent Orange. It has been some 50 years since his tour ended and his body 
is now showing the effects. After 50 years, the Veteran Administration has finally diagnosed him 
with PTSD and with M.S. He now goes for counseling and is receiving treatment for his M.S.   
Better late than never. What makes him so special is that his kindness and generosity are not             
diminished by his disabilities.  
 
 Are his best days still ahead of him? Certainly. If you knew him you would never suspect he 
is afflicted with M.S. or PTSD. You see, he has chosen to live above the level of his physical     
limitations, and for that matter, his psychological memories. He is not only my role model but one 
for all of humanity and the world (in my humble opinion) is a better place because he is in it. He is 
my brother.   
 
 Closer to home, David Stensrud suffered a debilating stroke. You may see him shuffling into 
church each week where he sits in the back pew. He has communion brought to him. The first time 
I noticed him, I went over and sat by him and tried to have a conversation. It was impossible for 
him to speak. His wife filled in the details and I asked if I could pray for him. I asked our Father 
for His healing power to be demonstrated in his man so that he may dance with his wife on their 
next wedding anniversary. His face lit up like a child at Christmas. Are all his best days behind 
him? I think not. Why? Because beneath his exterior lies the spirit of a fighter. And fighters never 
know when or how to quit.  
 
 As Christians we sing the song entitled “It is Well With My Soul.” The story behind the   
writing of this song will bring tears to anyone’s eyes. It is a song born out of tragedy and sorrow. It 
is also a song of hope and peace. It is a song dedicated to the power of God who is able to bring 
good out of the darkest times in any one’s life. The question is, when things look like they cannot 
get any worse, can you sing with a joyful heart; “It is well, it is well with my soul?” If you can, 
then  the best days if your lives are still ahead of you. Congratulations!  Remember, what you have 
does not define you, who’s you are, does.  
 

-Doug Mussey, Chair of the Board of Christian Education 
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THANK YOU TONEY!!!  

On Sunday, July 7 some of the volunteer bakers and servers from the coffee bar gathered to thank    
Toney Kendrick for all the time he tirelessly gives to our Trinity Coffee Ministry.  Toney is and        
continues to be a blessing to Trinity. Toney moved to a house in Spruce Creek South and guess why? - 
"To move closer to our church".  This served also as a congratulations to him on his move in to a new 
home and gave him a little purse perhaps to buy something for any "do it yourself projects".  



 
 
How Faith & Stewardship Helped Build Chick-fil-A  

 
Steve Robinson, Covert Cows and Chick-fil-A: How Faith, Cows, and Chicken Built an Iconic 
Brand  

 
Editor’s Note: Steve Robinson, former chief marketing officer at Chick-fil-A for 34 years, is the author of 
the new book Covert Cows and Chick-fil-A: How Faith, Cows, and Chicken Built an Iconic Brand. From 
the creation of the "Eat Mor Chikin" rebel cows campaign to the decision to stay closed on Sundays, to 
the creation of the company’s corporate purpose, Robinson provides a front-row seat to the innovative 
marketing, brand strategies, and programs that created a culture customers describe as “Where good 
meets gracious.” Enjoy today’s excerpt! 
 
In the early 1980s, [Chick-fil-A founder] Truett Cathy and Jimmy Collins established the executive   
committee, with Dan Cathy and Bubba Cathy and the top officers from finance, design and construction, 
real estate/legal, marketing, and operations. At one of our first meetings, Buck McCabe, chief financial 
officer, distributed the corporate financials. Though we had discussed sales and expense numbers before, 
this was the first time I had seen the entire report. Buck guided us through the report, explaining key 
points. 
 
My eyes landed on a line that showed Chick-fil-A’s charitable giving, and it was about 10 percent of the 
corporate profits. Truett was tithing corporate profits! As sole owner of Chick-fil-A, he might have       
directed that portion of income to his personal bank account or reinvested it in the company. But he      
believed Chick-fil-A was God’s company, and Truett saw himself as a steward of the asset more than an 
owner. 
 
That moment early in my Chick-fil-A career became a huge encouragement to me. I was coming to     
understand the promises of Malachi 3 around tithes and offerings, and implicitly embedded in that is how 
we view money and our stewardship responsibility. In this incredible and faith-based promise, God says 
that if we will follow this principle of tithing, honoring, and worshiping Him, He will bless us. He does 
not describe what those blessings will be. He does not say we’ll never have problems. He just says, “I 
will bless you.” He says, “I will protect you from the devourer. I will protect your crops. I will protect 
your fields.” What does that mean? I took it to mean exactly what it says. He doesn’t promise prosperity, 
but rather blessing and protection when we are faithful. 
 
Reflecting on the long-term success at Chick-fil-A, let me state with no false humility: we were not that 
smart. And, quite frankly, other Chick-fil-A executive committee members would also say we weren’t 
smart enough individually or collectively to explain the success of Chick-fil-A. 
 
We had a founder and CEO whom the world would not consider particularly educated (he never attended 
college). Truett had a speech impediment when he was younger, but he overcame it so that now, when he 
spoke, people listened. He was one of the wisest people I have ever met. Truett Cathy applied what he 
knew to be biblical and Christian principles in his life and in his business. Within months of my joining 
the company, I had already seen numerous examples. Then I saw that line on the financials, showing that 
he was applying one of the most challenging principles to his business. 
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FROM YOUR BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
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During the course of my thirty-four years at Chick-fil-A, I saw a man in a prayerful, humble, obedient, 
servant relationship with God, and I saw that same man lead a company of men and women to heights 
the world marveled at. He created a simple product—boneless breast of chicken between two pieces of 
white bread with two pickles—that the world fell in love with. 
 
Watching him interact with thousands of people over the years, I saw him respect the dignity of every 
person. He tried to see every person as God sees us. This is biblical, ground-level principle one, and 
business principle one as well. The Bible says that in the beginning we were created in God’s image 
(Genesis 1:26). We have a soul, a spirit, and a personality. Truett believed that truth and taught it by his 
example. I suspect as a boy he watched his mother as she ran the family’s boarding house and treated 
everyone with dignity—not just as a renter, but as someone to serve. 
 
The Bible also says we were created “a little lower than the angels” (Hebrews 2:7 NKJV). We were   
created to lead and have dominion over creation. God put creation in our hands. That is stewardship. I 
came to understand that everything we enjoy, everything we touch and have in our hands, including    
relationships, money, and talent, we have a stewardship accountability for. 
 
I share this from a position of honor, and I marvel at how God favored Truett and Chick-fil-A. When 
Truett had something important to say, God gave him the words to say it in an impactful and usually 
simple and clear way. He modeled for all of us how to apply smart business principles, which he did not 
see in conflict with biblical principles. Neither do I. And when we applied them, things worked, and in 
many cases they worked exceptionally well. 
 
Truett created a business that reflected who he was as he tried to live out what the apostle Paul         
challenged us to do—live in the image of Christ. 
 
Excerpted from Covert Cows and Chick-fil-A: How Faith, Cows, and Chicken Built an Iconic 
Brand by Steve Robinson, copyright Steve Robinson 
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SAVE THE DATE 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2019  

5:00 PM 
 
 
 

 
The Del Webb Resident Trinity Picnic will be held at the Lake Vista Pavilion. A $5.00 donation will be 
collected as you arrive. We will be providing for you, Publix fried chicken, Ice tea, Water, and           
Tableware. Please bring a side dish to share with a serving utensil. Sign up sheets will be available in 
the Narthex bulletin boards starting Aug 4th for you to  indicate which item you wish to share; 
salad, vegetable or dessert. We hope to see all of our Del Webb neighbors for  an evening of good 
food and fellowship.  
 
Adoration in Motion will be performing a spiritual program for us this year. Our proceeds will be      
donated to Community of Gratitude. The deadline to Sign up is Sept 22. 
 
Picnic coordinators are Hugh and LouAnn O’Brien, John and Lorraine Meineker. If you have any  
questions or concerns, please call LouAnn O'Brien 352-643-1558. 

Trinity has 14 members who have 
or will become 90 during 2019!   
 
That makes a total of  41 Roaring 90s 
members in our congregation!  What 
an awesome treasure of experience, 
faith, life, and wisdom.  God has 
blessed them during their lives and 
now blesses us with their presence. 
 

 
What a fun time everyone had at the July 21st Combination New Members & 90 and over  
Birthday Breakfast !  The Fellowship Hall was full, the Breakfast was fit for kings and queens, 
and we were honored with the presence of 10 of our Roaring 90’s! 
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DINE OUT AT FRANCESCO’S  

 

Sunday - Thursday  
            

Francesco’s will donate 20% back  
to Trinity 

 
All you need to do is bring in this                

announcement. 
 

Located at: 
 

16770 S US Hwy 441 
Baylee Plaza Suite 608 

Summerfield  
 352-693-2008 

If you have any submissions for the  
Trinity Tidings or if you just have  

comments please email us at  
 

staff@trinitysummerfield.org 
 

The deadline for the  
SEPTEMBER Newsletter is  
**Thursday, August 15th** 

THANK YOU FROM  
TONEY KENDRICK 
 
To:  All of the wonderful coffee ministry 
volunteers!!! Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart.  I was humbled by your thoughtful 
notes and generous gifts. God bless each of 
you. 
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Phone: 352-307-4500 
Fax:  352-307-4502 
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office@trinitysummerfield.org 
 
Web: 
www.trinitysummerfield.com 

Come & Learn With Us 

Sundays 

Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m. 

Come & Worship With Us 

In Summerfield: 

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Trinity South: 

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

at Harbor Chase  

(1477 Huey St. Wildwood) 

-Take Elevator to the 3rd Floor 

God’s Blessings to... 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 S US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 
 
Return Service Requested 


